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Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth
Auxiliary Board

Our Mission

The Sun-Times Judge Marovitz Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth Program channels the legal community's resources to promote best practice mentoring & tutoring programs in disadvantaged communities that foster consistent, long term bonds between adults and youth.

The various means by which we accomplish our mission include: 

· Awarding approximately $200,000 in grants a year to exemplary tutor/mentor programs
· Recognizing outstanding youth mentoring programs through the Thomas A. Demetrio Award of Excellence, the Much Shelist Founder's Award, and the Sun-Times Literacy Award 
· Raising the legal community's awareness of the importance of mentoring disadvantaged youth
· Recruiting lawyers to serve on the boards of tutor/mentor programs
· Recruiting volunteers from the legal community to serve as tutors/mentors in area programs
· Promoting best practices in the tutor/mentor community
· Expanding cultural, educational, and athletic opportunities for young people through our "Tickets-for-Kids" program

Since its founding in 1995 by former Chicago Bar Association President Thomas A. Demetrio, Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth has awarded over $1,200,000 in grants and positively affected the lives of tens of thousands of youth throughout the Chicago area. 

Our Leadership

Lawyers Lend-A-Hand’s governing board ranges in size from eight to thirteen members.  Our current members are:

Daniel A. Cotter (Chair), Korey Cotter Heather Richardson, LLC
Tasneem K. Goodman, Akina Corporation
Daniel M. Kotin (Secretary), Corboy & Demetrio, P.C.
Preston L. Pugh, Pugh, Jones, Johnson & Quandt, P.C.
Jack Schwager (Treasurer), FTI Consulting, Inc.
Elizabeth C. Scott, U.S. Federal Trade Commission
Joseph A. Sheils, MB Financial Bank
Timothy S. Tomasik, Clifford Law Offices

Genita C. Robinson, Executive Director

Biographies for all Board members and the Executive Director can be found on our website at www.lawyerslendahand.org.

The Board sets the long-term and strategic goals of the organization, provides oversight as to the organization’s financial position to ensure compliance with the Investment Policy Statement, and reviews and approves the annual budget and grant allocations.  All Board members raise awareness regarding Lawyers Lend-A-Hand, and all, excluding judges, assist with fundraising to support the organization’s goals.


Role of the Auxiliary Board

The Auxiliary Board will serve in an advisory capacity to the Board and the executive director.  The Auxiliary Board is needed to support the expanded efforts of the organization resulting from our 2011 strategic planning process.  Auxiliary Board members are supporters that want to have a formal, ongoing relationship with the organization and may include former Board members and potential Board members.  

The role and responsibilities of Auxiliary Board members include: 

· Raising Awareness –  actively seeking to increase Lend-A-Hand’s network of supporters (monetary and in-kind) and volunteers from their personal and professional networks and assisting the organization at volunteer recruitment events, including the Young Lawyers Section Pro Bono Fair; 
· Financial Support – making a personal donation to the organization each fiscal year (June 1- May 31) based on their ability to give; and
· Annual Meeting - attending the Auxiliary Board annual meeting/swearing in ceremony and other committee meetings as required.  Meetings generally take place in the Chicago downtown area, and telephonic attendance is available).

In addition to the above, it is hoped Auxiliary Board members will further support the organization by volunteering for:
· Service on a Board Committee – current standing and advisory committees include:  Program/Evaluation (which includes grant application review) Governance/Nominations; Fundraising and Resource Development; Communications, Marketing, and PR; Finance and Operations; Spring Fundraiser Planning Committee; and My Hero Awards Luncheon Nominations Review and Host Committee
· Special Events - attending and promoting the organization’s special events, including the My Hero Awards Luncheon and/or the Lawyers Lend-A-Hand Spring Awards Dinner, and possibly serving on a planning committee or subcommittee for a special event; and/or
· In-Kind Donations/Drives - assisting with school supply and snack drives to benefit grantee programs.

Desired Qualities

Auxiliary Board members should possess a passion for youth development and other issues facing children.  In addition, members should have a belief that every child has the potential to thrive and succeed.

Auxiliary Board members will represent the diversity of the Chicagoland area.  While the majority of members may be legal professionals, Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth is committed to having an organization that represents a diversity of skills and experiences.  


Nomination Process

	To nominate yourself or a colleague, please complete the attached form and fax it to 312.346.5562 or email Daniel M. Kotin, dmk@corboydemetrio.com, Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth Nominations Committee chair by February 1.   If you have questions about the process or Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth, please call Dan at 312.346.3191.  The Nominations Committee will meet in February and final decisions will be made by April 1.    
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Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth Auxiliary Board Nomination
							
Name of Proposed Auxiliary Board Member:
Firm or Affiliation:
Work Address:
Work Phone:
Email Address:
	

Your Name (if nominator is not the proposed member):
Firm or Affiliation:
Work Phone:
Email Address:

Tell us why you think the nominee would be a good Auxiliary Board member for Lend-A-Hand:


Please discuss the nominee’s commitment to the Lend-A-Hand’s mission of promoting mentoring programs for disadvantaged youth:


What special background/experience does the Auxiliary Board member possess that would be relevant to service on the Lend-A-Hand auxiliary board?


How broad of a network does the nominee have?


What other boards does the nominee currently serve on or has the served on in the past?


May we use your name in approaching the nominee?


To nominate yourself or someone for consideration, please contact Daniel M. Kotin at 312.346.3191 or dmk@corboydemetrio.com
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